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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 04704 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV PINS PINT GW GE UR US 
SUBJECT: "DER SPIEGEL" PUBLISHES ARTICLE ON 
VON BERG ARREST 

REFS: (A) BERLIN 1835; (B) BONN 4356 

1 . JUST PUBLISHED MARCH 13 EDITION OF "DER SPIEGEL" 

CARRIES ARTICLE ON ALLEGED ARREST OF HERMANN VON BERG. 

THE MAGAZINE CLAIMS VON BERG'S ARREST IS PART OF A 
WAVE OF ARRESTS AND INTERROGATIONS OF IMPORTANT GDR 
POLITICAL FIGURES WHOM A NERVOUS ERICH HONECKER SUSPECTS 
OF INVOLVEMENT IN THE PUBLICATION OF THE "SED OPPOSITION 
MANIFESTO". 

2. ONLY SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES FROM TEXT REPORTED IN 
REF B IS THE "WAVE OF ARRESTS" THEORY AND SEVERAL NEW 
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPHS WHICH EXAMINE THE POSSIBLE REA- 
SONS FOR VON BERG'S SUDDEN REAPPEARANCE (REF A). 
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"SPIEGEL" SPECULATES THAT HONECKER MAY HAVE HAD 
VON BERG RELEASED AFTER HIS ARREST WAS REPORTED IN THE 
PRESS IN ORDER TO AVOID A FURTHER DETERIORATION IN FRG- 
GDR RELATIONS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY ANGERED 
VON BERG CONTACTS IN THE FRG. ALTERNATIVELY, "SPIEGEL" 

BELIEVES STOPH MAY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MARSHALL ENOUGH 
PRESSURE ON HONECKER TO OBTAIN VON BERG'S RELEASE. 
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